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Serving God’s People  

At The Liturgies 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  The Parish Staff 

 
 

 
The Church Office is open 

Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
Phone: (717) 564-0385 

Email: goodshepherdpaxtang@gmail.com 
Web Site: www.goodshepherdpaxtang.com 

 
Pastor Baker may be reached at home at (717) 213-9443 

and by email at goodshepherdpastor@gmail.com 

 

 

Preaching & Presiding 

 

 

         The Rev. Kathleen J. Baker, STM 

        

Pianist               Nicholas P. Werner 

Kathleen J. Baker, STM, Pastor Kester T. Sobers, III 
Matthew T. Blaisse, Director of Music 
Beth C. Fine, Secretary 

Pastor Emeritus 

  Herbert O. Fowler 
  Cantor Emeritus 
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Vespers Evening Prayer 
December 1, 2021 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Procession 
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Evening Hymn 
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Evening Thanksgiving 

P  Blessed are you, Creator of the universe — from old you have led your  
     people by night and day. May the light of your Christ make our  
     Darkness bright, for your Word and your presence are the light of our  
     pathways, and you are the light and life of all creation. 
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Psalmody, Readings and Canticles                                                      Psalm 141 
All may sing with either group. 
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P      May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may  
        your presence surround and fill us, so that in union with all  
        creation, we might sing your praise and your love in our lives. 
C      Amen. 
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Psalm 25: 1-10 
The refrain will be sung by the cantor and repeated by the assembly. The 
Psalm is sung in unison. The refrain is repeated at the end. R 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Psalm Refrain 

Psalm Tone 

1To | you, O LORD, 
  I lift | up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
4Show me your | ways, O LORD, 
  and teach | me your paths. R 
 
5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
 for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the 
day long. 
6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting. R 
 
7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of 
your good- | ness, O LORD. 
8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way. 
10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies. R  
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Psalm Prayer 
P     Merciful God, you continually show us your ways of forgiveness 

and steadfast love. Remember not our sins, but recall your com-
passion to your children, satisfy the longing of your people, and 
fulfill all our hopes for eternal peace through Jesus Christ, our  

 Savior and Lord.   
C    Amen. 
 
Hymn                                                                                                     ELW 435 
Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending                                            HELMSLEY                   
The assembly stands at the last stanza and remains standing for the  
reading of the Lesson.   
 

1 Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 
 once for our salvation slain; 
 thousand thousand saints attending 
 join to sing the glad refrain: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 Christ the Lord returns to reign. 
 
2 Now redemption, long-expected, 
 comes in solemn splendor near; 
 all the saints this world rejected 
 thrill the trumpet sound to hear: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 See the day of God appear! 
 
3 Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 
 high on thine eternal throne; 
 Savior, take the pow'r and glory, 
 claim the kingdom as thine own. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 Thou shalt reign, and thou alone! 
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Lesson                                                                                         Luke 21: 25-36  
P A reading from Luke.    
 
 25There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the  
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and  
the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is  
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be  
shaken. 27Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with  
power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place,  
stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing  
near." 
29Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the  
trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and  
know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is 
near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things 
have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away. 
34Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with  
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day 
does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all 
who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying 
that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take 
place, and to stand before the Son of Man."  
 
P The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Homily 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
P     The Light shines in the darkness. 
C      and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
The Annunciation                                                   Luke 1:26-28, 30-32, 38 
P      An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman  
        whose name was Mary. The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly  
        favored, for God is with you. You shall bear a child, and his name  
        shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.” And Mary said,  
       “I am the servant of my God, I live to do your will.” 
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The Magnificat                                                                                    Luke 1:46-55 
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Litany and Prayers 
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P      Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and  
        life, give to your people the peace that passes all understanding,  
        and the will to live your Gospel of mercy and justice, through Jesus  
        Christ our Lord. 
C      Amen 
 
P      God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray: 
C      Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
         Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 

      as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

          and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 

         For thine is the kingdom, 
      and the power, and the glory, 
      forever and ever. Amen. 
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Final Blessing 

Material from the following sources is acknowledged; Graphics, Psalm tone, 
Psalm, Gospel, from SundayandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg  
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg  
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20731. 
Music from the following source is acknowledged:  
Text and Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; © 1990,  
GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under OneLicense #A-701016. 
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